Graphic Novels for Incoming 9th Grade Students
American Born Chinese
by Gene Luen Yang

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-American
student. When a boy from Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn't want to be
associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American
boy, because he's in love with an all-American girl. Danny is an allAmerican boy: great at basketball, popular with the girls. But his
obnoxious Chinese cousin Chin-Kee's annual visit is such a disaster that
it ruins Danny's reputation at school, leaving him with no choice but to
transfer somewhere he can start all over again. The Monkey King has
lived for thousands of years and mastered the arts of kung fu and the
heavenly disciplines. He's ready to join the ranks of the immortal gods
in heaven. But there's no place in heaven for a monkey. Each of these
characters cannot help himself alone, but how can they possibly help
each other? They're going to have to find a way--if they want fix the
disasters their lives have become.
American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for
Young People's Literature, the winner of the 2007 Eisner Award for
Best Graphic Album: New, an Eisner Award nominee for Best Coloring
and a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.

Can’t we talk about
something more Pleasant?
by Roz Chast

In her first memoir, Roz Chast brings her signature wit to the topic of
aging parents. Spanning the last several years of their lives and told
through four-color cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a
narrative as rife with laughs as it is with tears, Chast's memoir is both
comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-altering loss
of elderly parents.
When it came to her elderly mother and father, Roz held to the practices
of denial, avoidance, and distraction. But when Elizabeth Chast climbed
a ladder to locate an old souvenir from the "crazy closet"--with
predictable results--the tools that had served Roz well through her
parents' seventies, eighties, and into their early nineties could no longer
be deployed.
While the particulars are Chast-ian in their idiosyncrasies--an anxious
father who had relied heavily on his wife for stability as he slipped into
dementia and a former assistant principal mother whose overbearing
personality had sidelined Roz for decades--the themes are universal:
adult children accepting a parental role; aging and unstable parents
leaving a family home for an institution; dealing with uncomfortable
physical intimacies; managing logistics; and hiring strangers to provide
the most personal care.
An amazing portrait of two lives at their end and an only child coping as
best she can, Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant will show
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the full range of Roz Chast's talent as cartoonist and storyteller.
2014 National Book Critics Circle Award Winner for
Autobiography
Dare to Disappoint:
Growing Up in Turkey
by Ozge Samanci

Everything is Teeth
by Evie Wyld

Goldfish: A Crime
Graphic Novel
by Brian Michael Bendis

Growing up on the Aegean Coast, Ozge loved the sea and imagined a
life of adventure while her parents and society demanded predictability.
Her dad expected Ozge, like her sister, to become an engineer. She tried
to hear her own voice over his and the religious and militaristic tensions
of Turkey and the conflicts between secularism and fundamentalism.
Could she be a scuba diver like Jacques Cousteau? A stage actress?
Would it be possible to please everyone including herself?
In her unpredictable and funny graphic memoir, Ozge recounts her story
using inventive collages, weaving together images of the sea, politics,
science, and friendship.
When she was a little girl, passing her summers in the heat of coastal
Australia, Evie Wyld was captivated by sharks—by their innate
ruthlessness, stealth, and immeasurable power—and they have never
released their hold on her imagination. From the award-winning author
of All the Birds, Singing, here is a deeply moving graphic memoir about
family, love, loss, and the irresistible forces that, like sharks, course
through life unseen, ready to emerge at any moment.
The story of an enigmatic grifter with a heart of gold who returns to his
old haunts to find his old flame practically running the city's underbelly,
and his oldest friend and ex-partner in crime a police detective. But
goldfish has come back for one reason, and one reason only: his son.
This completely redesigned, reformatted and reworked hardcover is
perfect for both new readers and old!

Here
by Richard McGuire

McGuire’s story is set in a single corner of a single room, and yet it’s
filled with drama. Instead of moving through space, he moves us
through time, using panels superimposed over different areas, depicting
the life of the room and its inhabitants at different times in its history.
Each two-page spread includes several panels scattered across the page,
all from different time periods; taken together they form patterns and, to
some extent, a story. The key with a formal experiment like this is to
bring in enough characters and narrative that it feels like a story, and
McGuire does manages it, even as he departs quite a bit from the
traditional form.

Hyperbole and a Half:
Unfortunate Situations,
Flawed Coping
Mechanisms, Mayhem,
and Other Things That
Happened

Who among us has not, in moments that sometimes bleed through years,
even decades, felt weird, desperate, and absurd--wishing we could turn
all the lamest, most shameful episodes in our lives into hilarious
illustrated anecdotes? If you’re one of the millions hanging on Allie
Brosh’s every blog post, you already know you’ll love Hyperbole and a
Half in book form, especially since half its hyperboles are new. If
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by Allie Brosh

you’re suspicious of books because you live in a world of the
INTERNET FOREVER, this is where you make an exception. If you
just stumbled across Brosh and can’t yet grasp the allure of a Web
comic illustrated by rudimentary MS Paint figures, believe the hype.
Brosh has a genius for allowing us to channel her weird childhood and
the fits and starts of her adulthood through the manic eyes, gaping
mouths, and stick-like arms in the panels that masterfully advance her
stories, and she delivers her relentless commentary with deadpan
hilarity. Neurosis has rarely been so relatable and entertaining. --Mari
Malcolm

Jimmy Corrigan: The
Smartest Kid on Earth
by Francois Voltaire

Alan Kennedy says:

Marble Season
by Gilbert Hernandez

Marble Season is the semiautobiographical novel by the acclaimed
cartoonist Gilbert Hernandez… It tells the untold stories from the early
years of these American comics legends, but also portrays the reality of
life in a large family in suburban 1960s California. Pop-culture
references—TV shows, comic books, and music—saturate this
evocative story of a young family navigating cultural and neighborhood
norms set against the golden age of the American dream and the silver
age of comics.

Quite simply, this book is a masterpiece — not just in the graphic novel
genre, but, in my opinion, the "book" genre. Extraordinarily detailed
color drawings chronicle (non-chronologically) the Corrigan family
living in the American Midwest from the 1880's to the 1980's. Some of
the drawings are heartbreaking — how can a picture be both detailed
and stark? Ware manages that. You will find yourself gazing for a long
time at little pictures, marveling at what Ware is able to convey within
the limitations of the graphic novel format. His depiction of family
relationships is cringe-worthy and realistic, and he is especially good at
conveying the passage of time.

Middle child Huey stages Captain America plays and treasures his older
brother’s comic book collection almost as much as his approval. Marble
Season subtly and deftly details how the innocent, joyfully creative play
that children engage in (shooting marbles, backyard performances, and
organizing treasure hunts) changes as they grow older and encounter
name-calling naysayers, abusive bullies, and the value judgments of
other kids. An all-ages story, Marble Season masterfully explores the
redemptive and timeless power of storytelling and role play in
childhood, making it a coming-of-age story that is as resonant with the
children of today as with the children of the sixties.
Maus I: A Survivor’s
Tale: My Father Bleeds

Told with chilling realism in an unusual comic-book format, this is
more than a tale of surviving the Holocaust. Spiegelman relates the
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History
by Art Spiegelman

effect of those events on the survivors' later years and upon the lives of
the following generation. Each scene opens at the elder Spiegelman's
home in Rego Park, N.Y. Art, who was born after the war, is visiting his
father, Vladek, to record his experiences in Nazi-occupied Poland. The
Nazis, portrayed as cats, gradually introduce increasingly repressive
measures, until the Jews, drawn as mice, are systematically hunted and
herded toward the Final Solution. Vladek saves himself and his wife by
a combination of luck and wits, all the time enduring the torment of
hunted outcast. The other theme of this book is Art's troubled
adjustment to life as he, too, bears the burden of his parents'
experiences. This is a complex book. It relates events which young
adults, as the future architects of society, must confront, and their
interest is sure to be caught by the skillful graphics and suspenseful
unfolding of the story. Rita G. Keeler, St. John's School , Houston
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Mind MGMT V.1
by Matt Kindt

Reporting on a commercial flight where everyone aboard lost their
memories, a young journalist stumbles onto a much bigger story, the top
secret Mind Management program. Her ensuing journey involves
weaponized psychics, hypnotic advertising, talking dolphins, and
seemingly immortal pursuers, as she attempts to find the flight's missing
passenger, the man who was MIND MGMT's greatest success—and its
most devastating failure. But in a world where people can rewrite reality
itself, can she trust anything she sees?
Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s memoir
of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful blackand-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran
from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s
regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating
effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of
committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last
emperors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with
the history of her country.

Persepolis: The Story of a
Childhood
by Marjane Satrapi

Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the
bewildering contradictions between home life and public life. Marjane’s
child’s-eye view of dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings,
and heroes of the revolution allows us to learn as she does the history of
this fascinating country and of her own extraordinary family. Intensely
personal, profoundly political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at once
a story of growing up and a reminder of the human cost of war and
political repression. It shows how we carry on, with laughter and tears,
in the face of absurdity. And, finally, it introduces us to an irresistible
little girl with whom we cannot help but fall in love.
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Seconds
by Bryan Lee O’Malley

What if life let you take a mulligan? That’s the premise of Bryan Lee
O’Malley’s Seconds, the tale of a restaurateur who discovers a magic
mushroom that lets her turn back time and try again. Katie is the owner
of a successful restaurant, and is trying to open another one. She also
misses her ex-boyfriend, Max, but is getting it on with one of her cooks.
Her life is full of choices, and the mushrooms let her experience all of
them—but each decision has consequences that reach far beyond the
obvious. Like all magic, the mushroom has its limits, and O’Malley (the
creator of Scott Pilgrim) does a masterful job unraveling Katie’s world
unravel even as she keeps resetting it.

The Gigantic Beard That
Was Evil
by Stephen Collins

Like Snakes on a Plane, the title says it all in this book about a giant
beard that ends up threatening the social order. It’s set on the tidy little
island of Here, where life is calm and nobody has any facial hair—until
one day a man named Dave unexpectedly sprouts a truly righteous
beard. It’s huge, and tough, and it grows fast, to the point it threatens to
engulf Dave, filling a room and shattering the windows of his house. In
the grand tradition of ridiculous stories of uncontrolled growth, the
beard gets bigger and bigger and the townspeople resort to desperate
measures, including surrounding it with scaffolding so the local
hairdressers can try to trim it back—but to no avail. Meanwhle, the
other residents of Here are starting to get rough around the edges, and
soon there is an island epidemic of untidiness. Collins has a lot of fun
with the allegory, and his artwork has a beautiful simplicity that carries
the story well.

The Sculptor
by Scott McCloud

David Smith is giving his life for his art--literally. Thanks to a deal with
Death, the young sculptor gets his childhood wish: to sculpt anything he
can imagine with his bare hands. But now that he only has 200 days to
live, deciding what to create is harder than he thought, and discovering
the love of his life at the 11th hour isn't making it any easier!
This is a story of desire taken to the edge of reason and beyond; of the
frantic, clumsy dance steps of young love; and a gorgeous, street-level
portrait of the world's greatest city. It's about the small, warm, human
moments of everyday life…and the great surging forces that lie just
under the surface. Scott McCloud wrote the book on how comics work;
now he vaults into great fiction with a breathtaking, funny, and
unforgettable new work.

Watchmen
by Alan Moore More

Considered the greatest graphic novel in the history of the medium, the
Hugo Award-winning story chronicles the fall from grace of a group of
super-heroes plagued by all-too-human failings. Along the way, the
concept of the super-hero is dissected as the heroes are stalked by an
unknown assassin.
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Will Eisner’s New York:
Life in the Big City: New
York, The Building, City
People Notebook, Invisible
People
By Will Eisner

"An American storyteller, like Ray Bradbury, like O. Henry."—Neil
Gaiman
With an unparalleled eye for stories and expressive illustration, Will
Eisner, the master and pioneer of American comics art, presents graphic
fiction's greatest celebration of the Big Apple. No illustrator evoked the
melancholy duskiness of New York City as expressively as Eisner, who
knew the city from the bottom up. This new hardcover presents a quartet
of graphic works (New York, The Building, City People Notebook, and
Invisible People) and features what Neil Gaiman describes as "tales as
brutal, as uncaring as the city itself." From ancient buildings "barnacled
with laughter and stained with tears" to the subways, "humorless iron
reptiles, clacking stupidly on a webbing of graceful steel rails," Will
Eisner's New York includes cameo appearances by the author himself;
several new illustrations sketched by Eisner, posthumously inked by
Peter Poplaski; and three previously unpublished "out-takes"—a
treasure for any Eisner fan, and sure to become a collectible.
Introduction by Neil Gaiman.

Zoo: The Graphic Novel
by James Patterson

The latest graphic novel by renowned author James Patterson leaps off
the page and goes straight for the jugular!
Animals the world over are setting their sights on fresh prey - man.
Only biologist Jackson Oz has recognized the patterns in an escalating
chain of violent attacks by animals against mankind, and these incidents
are just the prelude to something far, far more terrifying. Now Oz is in a
race against nature to try to warn humanity about the coming
catastrophe, but is it already too late?

