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The Falcon’s 
Malteser: A 
Diamond Brothers 
Mystery 
by Anthony 
Horowitz 
640L 

Nick Simple's life is anything but simple. His parents have moved to Australia, 
leaving him in the care of his incompetent older brother who is trying to make a living 
as a private detective and changes the family name. They are visited by a dwarf who 
leaves a package with them for safekeeping and later turns up dead. Set in England 
and filled with a variety of colorful characters, the plot reads like a 1940s P.I. movie. 
Like Horowitz's "Alex Rider" series (Philomel), the teen protagonist relies on his wits 
to thwart the enemy. Short chapters, with a conflict in each one, will appeal to 
reluctant readers.-Kim Carlson, Monticello High School, IA Copyright 2004 Reed 
Business Information. 
 

One Came Home  
by Amy Timberlake 
690L 

In the town of Placid, Wisconsin, in 1871, Georgie Burkhardt is known for two things: 
her uncanny aim with a rifle and her habit of speaking her mind plainly. 

But when Georgie blurts out something she shouldn't, her older sister Agatha flees, 
running off with a pack of "pigeoners" trailing the passenger pigeon migration. And 
when the sheriff returns to town with an unidentifiable body—wearing Agatha's blue-
green ball gown—everyone assumes the worst. Except Georgie. Refusing to believe 
the facts that are laid down (and coffined) before her, Georgie sets out on a journey to 
find her sister. She will track every last clue and shred of evidence to bring Agatha 
home. Yet even with resolute determination and her trusty Springfield single-shot, 
Georgie is not prepared for what she faces on the western frontier.   
 

Fuzzy Mud  
by Louis Sachar 
700L 

Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and seventh grader Marshall Walsh have been 
walking to and from Woodridge Academy together since elementary school. But their 
routine is disrupted when bully Chad Hilligas challenges Marshall to a fight. To avoid 
the conflict, Marshall takes a shortcut home through the off-limits woods. Tamaya, 
unaware of the reason for the detour, reluctantly follows. They soon get lost. And then 
they find trouble. Bigger trouble than anyone could ever have imagined. 
 
In the days and weeks that follow, the authorities and the U.S. Senate become 
involved, and what they uncover might affect the future of the world.   
 

Skeleton Man 
by Joseph Bruchac 
730L 

Ever since the morning Molly woke up to find that her parents had vanished, her life 
has become filled with terrible questions. Where have her parents gone? Who is this 
spooky old man who's taken her to live with him, claiming to be her great-uncle? Why 
does he never eat, and why does he lock her in her room at night? What are her 
dreams of the Skeleton Man trying to tell her? There's one thing Molly does know. 
She needs to find some answers before it's too late. 
 

Masterminds  
by Gordon Korman 
730L 

Eli Frieden lives in the most perfect town in the world: Serenity, New Mexico. In this 
idyllic place, every lawn is perfectly manicured and everyone has a pool and a tree 
house. Honesty and integrity are valued above all else. The thirty kids who live there 
never lie—they know it's a short leap from that to the awful problems of other, less 
fortunate places. 

Eli has never left Serenity . . . Why would he ever want to? Then one day he bikes to 
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the edge of the city limits and something so crazy and unexpected happens, it changes 
everything. Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further, and soon it 
becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. The clues mount to reveal a 
shocking discovery, connecting their ideal crime-free community to some of the 
greatest criminal masterminds ever known. The kids realize they can trust no one—
least of all their own parents. 
 

The Westing Game  
by Ellen Raskin 
750 L 

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely 
assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can 
claim their inheritance.   
 

Double Identity 
by Margaret 
Peterson Haddix 
810L 

So my only protection is a kindergarten teacher and a ninety-eight-pound female 
minister... And they don't even believe I'm in danger. As Bethany approaches her 
thirteenth birthday, her parents begin acting more oddly than usual: Her mother cries 
constantly, and her father barely lets Bethany out of his sight. Then one morning he 
hustles the entire family into the car, drives across several state lines, and leaves 
Bethany with an aunt she never knew existed. Bethany has no idea what's going on. 
She's worried that her mom and dad are running from some kind of trouble, but she 
can't find out because they won't tell her where they are going. Bethany's only clue is a 
few words she overheard her father tell her aunt Myrlie: "She doesn't know anything 
about Elizabeth." But Aunt Myrlie won't tell Bethany who Elizabeth is, and she won't 
explain why people in her small town react to Bethany as if they've seen a ghost. The 
mystery intensifies when Bethany gets a package from her father containing four 
different birth certificates from four states, with four different last names, and 
thousands of dollars in cash. And when a strange man shows up asking questions, 
Bethany realizes she's not the only one who's desperate to unravel the secrets of her 
past. In this exhilarating thriller, Margaret Peterson Haddix crafts a taut story so full of 
twists and turns, readers will be gripped until the startling conclusion. 

Wonderstruck  
by Brian Selznick 
830L 

Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben longs for the father he has 
never known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she chronicles in a 
scrapbook. When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room and Rose reads 
an enticing headline in the newspaper, both children set out alone on desperate quests 
to find what they are missing. 

Set fifty years apart, these two independent stories--Ben's told in words, Rose's in 
pictures--weave back and forth with mesmerizing symmetry. How they unfold and 
ultimately intertwine will surprise you, challenge you, and leave you breathless with 
wonder. Rich, complex, affecting, and beautiful--with over 460 pages of original 
artwork--Wonderstruck is a stunning achievement from a uniquely gifted artist and 
visionary.   
 

The Case of the 
Missing Moonstone  
by Jordan Stratford 
840L 

History meets mystery in this story in which the author reimagines the lives of Ada 
Byron and Mary Shelley as two girls who meet in 1826 London, agree to form a secret 
detective agency, and embark upon a series of adventures together. Ada (who will 
later become known as Lady Lovelace, often considered the world's first computer 
programmer) is a reclusive genius, lacking in social skills. Mary, who will one day 
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become the author of the classic novel Frankenstein, is observant and a bit romantic. 
While the author admits to taking a few liberties with historical facts (for example, 
some of the characters were much further apart in age than are presented in the story), 
there are plenty of historical and scientific tidbits that may inspire readers to 
investigate the real-life figures as well as their discoveries and creations evolve. A 
good fit for Common Core curricula and a fun overall read, this is a winner.—Jessica 
Marie, Salem Public Library, OR 
 

The Silent Boy 
by Lois Lowry 
870L 

Katy Thatcher was the bright and curious daughter of the town doctor. She was 
fascinated by her father’s work, and even as a child she knew that she too wanted to 
be a doctor. She wanted to know about people. Perhaps it was this, her insatiable 
curiosity, or simply the charm of Jacob’s gentle intimacy with animals large and 
small, that fueled their friendship. Although Jacob never spoke to her or even looked 
at her directly, Katy grew to understand him from the moments they spent together 
quietly singing to the horses. She knew there was meaning in the sounds he made and 
purpose behind his movements. So when events took an unexpected and tragic turn, it 
was Katy alone who could unravel the mystery of what had occurred, and why. 
A two-time recipient of the prestigious Newbery Medal, acclaimed author Lois Lowry 
presents a sensitive and moving story of a wide-eyed young girl growing up at the 
beginning of the twentieth century and the influence of the farm community around 
her. Through Katy’s eyes, readers can see the human face so often hidden under 
modern psychological terminology and experience for themselves the haunting impact 
of her friendship with the silent boy. 
 

Dead End in 
Norvelt 
by Jack Gantos 
920L 

Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, Dead End in Norvelt is a novel 
about an incredible two months for a kid named Jack Gantos, whose plans for 
vacation excitement are shot down when he is "grounded for life" by his feuding 
parents, and whose nose spews bad blood at every little shock he gets. But plenty of 
excitement (and shocks) are coming Jack's way once his mom loans him out to help a 
feisty old neighbor with a most unusual chore--typewriting obituaries filled with 
stories about the people who founded his utopian town. As one obituary leads to 
another, Jack is launched on a strange adventure involving molten wax, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, twisted promises, a homemade airplane, Girl Scout cookies, a man on a 
trike, a dancing plague, voices from the past, Hells Angels . . . and possibly murder. 

Endlessly surprising, this sly, sharp-edged narrative is the author at his very best, 
making readers laugh out loud at the most unexpected things in a dead-funny 
depiction of growing up in a slightly off-kilter place where the past is present, the 
present is confusing, and the future is completely up in the air. 
 

Daddy-Long-Legs  
by Jean Webster 
920L 

The oldest at a dreary home for foundlings, Judy Abbott finds her life completely 
changed when, with the help of a mysterious benefactor, she is granted her wish to be 
able to go to college. A meeting with the rich, handsome uncle of her snobbish 
roommate sets Judy on the road to discovering her secret friend. 
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The Thirty-Nine 
Steps 
by John Buchan 
1000L 

Richard Hannay is living a quiet life in London, but after a chance encounter with a 
mysterious stranger he stumbles into a hair-raising adventure -- a desperate hunt 
across the country and against the clock, pursued by the police and a cunning, ruthless 
enemy. Hannay's life and the security of Britain are in grave peril, and everything rests 
on the solution to a baffling enigma: what are the thirty-nine steps? 
 

Case of the Cryptic 
Crinoline 
by Nancy Springer 
1120L 

From the riveting prologue to the satisfying conclusion, readers are hurled headlong 
into Enola Holmes's latest case. Still eluding her brothers, Sherlock and Mycroft, who 
will, she fears, place her in a finishing school, Enola is horrified one day to find that 
her beloved landlady, Mrs. Tupper, has been kidnapped. Using her wealth of 
disguises, Enola sets out to solve the crime. Much to her astonishment, the trail leads 
to a meeting with Florence Nightingale, with whom Mrs. Tupper was acquainted. The 
atmospheric setting and the voice of the heroine are so compelling that even though 
readers may not know what a crinoline is, they will want to find out. Kids who enjoy 
the details of historical settings and solving mysterious ciphers will cheer this feisty 
heroine as she leaps out of windows, jumps onto the backs of coaches, and fights evil 
villains in the dark streets of London to rescue her dear landlady. Well done!–Tina 
Martin, Arlington Heights Memorial Library, IL 

The Girl Who Loved 
Tom Gordon 
by Stephen King 
1040L 

What if the woods were full of them? And of course they were, the woods were full of 
everything you didn't like, everything you were afraid of and instinctively loathed, 
everything that tried to overwhelm you with nasty, no-brain panic. The brochure 
promised a "moderate-to-difficult" six-mile hike on the Maine-New Hampshire branch 
of the Appalachian Trail, where nine-year-old Trisha McFarland was to spend 
Saturday with her older brother, Pete, and her recently divorced mother. When she 
wanders off to escape their constant bickering, then tries to catch up by attempting a 
shortcut through the woods, Trisha strays deeper into a wilderness full of peril and 
terror. Especially when night falls. Trisha has only her wits for navigation, only her 
ingenuity as a defense against the elements, only her courage and faith to withstand 
her mounting fear. For solace she tunes her Walkman to broadcasts of Boston Red 
Sox games and the gritty performances of her hero, number 36, relief pitcher Tom 
Gordon. And when her radio's reception begins to fade, Trisha imagines that Tom 
Gordon is with her -- her key to surviving an enemy known only by the slaughtered 
animals and mangled trees in its wake. A classic story that engages our emotions at 
the most primal level, The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon explores our deep dread of 
the unknown and the extent to which faith can conquer it. It is a fairy tale grimmer 
than Grimm, but aglow with a girl's indomitable spirit. 
 

 


