Dystopian Novels for Incoming 10th Grade Students
Age of Miracles
by Karen Thompson
Walker

Spellbinding, haunting, The Age of Miracles is a beautiful novel of catastrophe
and survival, growth and change, the story of Julia and her family as they
struggle to live in an extraordinary time. On an ordinary Saturday, Julia
awakes to discover that something has happened to the rotation of the earth.
The days and nights are growing longer and longer, gravity is affected, the
birds, the tides, human behavior and cosmic rhythms are thrown into disarray.
In a world of danger and loss, Julia faces surprising developments in herself,
and her personal world—divisions widening between her parents, strange
behavior by Hannah and other friends, the vulnerability of first love, a sense of
isolation, and a rebellious new strength. With crystalline prose and the
indelible magic of a born storyteller, Karen Thompson Walker gives us a
breathtaking story of people finding ways to go on, in an ever-evolving world.

An Ember in the Ashes
by Sabaa Tahir

If the test of a good novel is how badly you want to drop everything to finish
it, then Sabaa Tahir’s debut An Ember in the Ashes gets an A+. The world she
creates is rich in fantasy, coupled with echoes of a historical saga, all vividly
rendered on the page. Tyrannical leaders and a building rebellion set the stage
for dual narrators, Elias, one of the elite, trained from a young age to become a
skilled assassin for the Commandant at Blackcliff Military Academy, and Laia,
one of the oppressed, forced into the role of spy and saboteur in order to save
her only remaining family member. Though diametrically opposed within their
society, both Laia and Elias are wracked by internal conflict and driven to
great lengths by shame and a desire to escape the bonds of their present lives.
A complex relationship between them ensues, and while there is a romantic
thread to the story, it is ancillary to the larger forces of political power,
crippling deceit, and an undistinguished hope that endures in even the darkest
corners of their brutal world. Potent action and liquid language whisk the
chapters along all too quickly and while this has not been released as part of a
series (yet), there can only be great things in store for author Sabaa Tahir, her
Martial Empire, and her readers. -- Seira Wilson Amazon.com Review

Battle Royale
by Koushun Takami

Koushun Takami's notorious high-octane thriller envisions a nightmare
scenario: a class of junior high school students is taken to a deserted island
where, as part of a ruthless authoritarian program, they are provided arms and
forced to kill until only one survivor is left standing. Criticized as violent
exploitation when first published in Japan—where it became a runaway best
seller—Battle Royale is a Lord of the Flies for the 21st century, a potent
allegory of what it means to be young and (barely) alive in a dog-eat-dog
world.

Brave New World
by Aldous Huxley

Set in London of AD 2540 (632 A.F.-"After Ford"-in the book), the novel
anticipates developments in reproductive technology, sleep-learning,
psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that combine
profoundly to change society. Huxley answered this book with a reassessment
in an essay, “Brave New World Revisited” (1958), and with Island (1962), his
final novel.
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Cyberstorm
by Matthew Mather

Now in development for film by 20th Century Fox, award-winning
CyberStorm depicts, in realistic and sometimes terrifying detail, what a full
scale cyber attack against present-day New York City might look like from the
perspective of one family trying to survive it.
Mike Mitchell, an average New Yorker working to keep his family together,
finds himself fighting just to keep them alive when a string of disasters shreds
the world around them...the Internet and communication networks go down...a
deadly viral epidemic rages across the country...then a monster snowstorm
cuts New York off from the world.

Legend
by Marie Lu

In the chaos, rumors fly about a foreign attack, but even this becomes
unimportant as Mike and his family struggle to survive in the wintry tomb of a
doomed New York.
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a
nation perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of
the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being
groomed for success in the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the
slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his
motives may not be as malicious as they seem.
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths - until
the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime
suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his
family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking
turn of events, the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them
together, and the sinister lengths their country will go to keep its secrets.
Full of nonstop action, suspense, and romance, this novel is sure to move
readers as much as it thrills.

Life as We Knew It
by Susan Beth Pfeffer

Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the
moon closer to the earth. How should her family prepare for the future when
worldwide tsunamis wipe out the coasts, earthquakes rock the continents, and
volcanic ash blocks out the sun? As summer turns to Arctic winter, Miranda,
her two brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their
sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the
warmth of a wood-burning stove. Told in journal entries, this is the heartpounding story of Miranda’s struggle to hold on to the most important resource
of all—hope—in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world.

Logan’s Run
by William F. Nolan and
George Clayton Johnson

It's the 23rd Century and at age 21... your life is over! Logan-6 has been
trained to kill; born and bred from conception to be the best of the best. But his
time is short and before his life ends he's got one final mission: Find and
destroy Sanctuary, a fabled haven for those that chose to defy the system. But
when Logan meets and falls in love with Jessica, he begins to question the
very system he swore to protect and soon they're both running for their lives.
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When Last Day comes, will you lie down and die... or run!
Matched
by Ally Condie

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to
read, what to watch, what to believe. So when Xander's face appears on-screen
at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees
Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The
Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on
the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop
thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the
Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander
and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else has
dared to follow.

Metamorphosis
by Franz Kafka

Kafka's literary masterpiece about Gregor Samsa, a young man who,
transformed overnight into a "monstrous verminous bug," becomes an
essentially alienated man.

Nineteen Eighty-Four
by George Orwell

Winston Smith, thinks a thought, starts a diary, and falls in love. But Big
Brother is watching him, and the door to Room 101 can swing open in the
blink of an eye. Its ideas have become our ideas, and Orwell’s fiction is often
said to be our reality. The definitive book of the 20th century is re-examined in
a radical new adaptation exploring why Orwell’s vision of the future is as
relevant as ever.

Player Piano
by Kurt Vonnegut

Kurt Vonnegut’s first novel spins the chilling tale of engineer Paul Proteus,
who must find a way to live in a world dominated by a supercomputer and run
completely by machines. Paul’s rebellion is vintage Vonnegut—wildly funny,
deadly serious, and terrifyingly close to reality.

Replica
by Lauren Oliver

From Lauren Oliver, New York Times bestselling author of Before I Fall and
the Delirium trilogy, comes an epic, masterful novel that explores issues of
individuality, identity, and humanity. Replica contains two narratives in one:
Lyra’s story and Gemma’s story. The stories can be read separately, one after
the other, or in alternating chapters. The two distinct parts of this astonishing
novel combine to produce an unforgettable journey.
Lyra’s story begins in the Haven Institute, a building tucked away on a private
island off the coast of Florida that from a distance looks serene and even
beautiful. But up close the locked doors, military guards, and biohazard suits
tell a different story. In truth, Haven is a clandestine research facility where
thousands of replicas, or human models, are born, raised, and observed. When
a surprise attack is launched on Haven, two of its young experimental subjects
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— Lyra, or 24, and the boy known only as 72 — manage to escape.
Gemma has been in and out of hospitals for as long as she can remember. A
lonely teen, her life is circumscribed by home, school, and her best friend,
April. But after she is nearly abducted by a stranger claiming to know her,
Gemma starts to investigate her family’s past and discovers her father’s
mysterious connection to the secretive Haven research facility. Hungry for
answers, she travels to Florida, only to stumble upon two replicas and a
completely new set of questions.
While the stories of Lyra and Gemma mirror each other, each contains
breathtaking revelations critically important to the other story. Using hotlinks
in this electronic edition, readers can decide how they would like to read the
book, as with the print version. They can read the story of Gemma or Lyra
straight through first, followed by the other girl’s story, or they can move
between chapters in Lyra’s and Gemma’s sections. No matter how it is read,
Replica is an ambitious, thought-provoking masterwork.
https://media.bookbub.com/blog/2017/04/04/dystopian-novels-for-your-bookclub/
The Bar Code Tattoo
by Suzanne Weyn

Individuality vs. conformity. Identity vs. access. Freedom vs. control. The bar
code tattoo.
The bar code tattoo. Everybody's getting it. It will make your life easier, they
say. It will hook you in. It will become your identity.
But what if you say no? What if you don't want to become a code? For Kayla,
this one choice changes everything. She becomes an outcast in her high school.
Dangerous things start happening to her family. There's no option but to run…
for her life.

The Circle
by Dave Eggers

When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle, the world’s most powerful
internet company, she feels she’s been given the opportunity of a lifetime. The
Circle, run out of a sprawling California campus, links users’ personal emails,
social media, banking, and purchasing with their universal operating system,
resulting in one online identity and a new age of civility and transparency.
As Mae tours the open-plan office spaces, the towering glass dining facilities,
the cozy dorms for those who spend nights at work, she is thrilled with the
company’s modernity and activity. There are parties that last through the night,
there are famous musicians playing on the lawn, there are athletic activities
and clubs and brunches, and even an aquarium of rare fish retrieved from the
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Marianas Trench by the CEO. Mae can’t believe her luck, her great fortune to
work for the most influential company in the world — even as life beyond the
campus grows distant, even as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves her
shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly public. What
begins as the captivating story of one woman’s ambition and idealism soon
becomes a heart-racing novel of suspense, raising questions about memory,
history, privacy, democracy, and the limits of human knowledge.
https://media.bookbub.com/blog/2017/04/04/dystopian-novels-for-your-bookclub/

The Roar
by Emma Clayton

In a bleak future, humans use terrible chemicals to fight The Animal Plague
that causes all of the world's animals to go rabid and renders most of the planet
uninhabitable. The population now cowers in overcrowded walled cities. Mika,
12, and his parents live in London in terrible conditions. His twin, Ellie,
supposedly drowned a year earlier, but Mika is convinced that she still lives.
He's right. The story begins with Ellie and a tiny monkey named Puck fleeing
a spaceship in a stolen Pod Fighter. Sadly, their attempt to escape is foiled by
the evil Mal Gorman, who has a plan to co-opt the entire first generation of
children born after the Plague and make them into an army for his own
nefarious purposes. And Gorman has special plans for kids like Mika and
Ellie, whose mutations give them unique abilities. To save his sister, Mika will
have to win a contest involving simulator battle games and many deadly
challenges, using abilities he never knew he had. The story starts fast and
never slows down. While the bad guys are a bit stereotypical, the good guys
are interesting and realistic. There's a touch of the supernatural, some
interesting philosophical questions, and a cliff-hanger ending that will leave
readers hungry for more. – School Library Journal

The Running Man
by Stephen King
(Richard Bachman)

In the year 2025, the best men don’t run for President, they run for their
lives….
Ben Richards is out of work and out of luck. His eighteen-month-old daughter
is sick, and neither Ben nor his wife can afford to take her to a doctor. For a
man with no cash and no hope from the poor side of town, there’s only one
thing to do: become a contestant on one of the Network’s Games, shows where
you can win more money than you’ve ever dreamed of—or die trying. Now,
Ben’s going prime-time on the Network’s highest-rated viewer participation
show. And he’s about to become prey for the masses….

Uglies
by Scott Westerfield

Tally’s adventures begin in Uglies, where she learns the truth about what life
as a Pretty really means. She rebels against the surgery that will make her a
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Pretty, but ultimately succumbs. In Pretties, Tally has forgotten all about her
Ugly life, and when she’s reminded, she has a hard time listening. And what
little’s left of the old Tally is further compromised in Specials, because Tally
has been transformed into a fierce fighting machine. But when she’s offered a
chance to forever improve civilization, will she be able to overcome her
brainwashing? The answer is evident years later in Extras, after the Pretty
regime has ended. Boundless human creativity, new technologies, and old
dangers have been unleashed upon the world. But fame and popularity can be
just as dangerous as extreme beauty….
Unwind
by Neal Shusterman

In America after the Second Civil War, the Pro-Choice and Pro-Life armies
came to an agreement: The Bill of Life states that human life may not be
touched from the moment of conception until a child reaches the age of
thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, however, a parent may
choose to retroactively get rid of a child through a process called "unwinding."
Unwinding ensures that the child's life doesn’t “technically” end by
transplanting all the organs in the child's body to various recipients. Now a
common and accepted practice in society, troublesome or unwanted teens are
able to easily be unwound.
With breath-taking suspense, this book follows three teens who all become
runaway Unwinds: Connor, a rebel whose parents have ordered his unwinding;
Risa, a ward of the state who is to be unwound due to cost-cutting; and Lev,
his parents' tenth child whose unwinding has been planned since birth as a
religious tithing. As their paths intersect and lives hang in the balance,
Shusterman examines serious moral issues in a way that will keep readers
turning the pages to see if Connor, Risa, and Lev avoid meeting their untimely
ends.
Please Do Not Read the Following Texts:
Anthem/Divergent/Ender’s Game/Night/The Catcher in the Rye/The Hunger
Games/The Maze Runner

